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kansas's Negro population resided, as did much of its DeepSouth racial attitudes.
Quite in keeping with patterns already established in the states of the lower South, organized white resistance to school desegregation in Arkansas began in the black belt. White America, Inc., the first group of its kind in the state, emerged during March 1955 in Pine Bluff, seat of Jefferson County, one of only seven Arkansas counties where blacks either equaled or exceeded whites. Patterned after such Deep-South "protective societies" as the Citizens' Council, this ineffective but noisy group of segregationists languished in obscurity until the following September, when it joined other organized white militants in a concerted effort to resegrate the schools in Hoxie. 6 A rural trading center in the northeastern portion of the state, Hoxie was an unlikely scene for racial turmoil. Although most whites in this Lawrence County village of some 2,000 inhabitants were opposed to racial integration, they took comfort in the knowledge that in the county at large Caucasians outnumbered Negroes nearly ninety-nine to one. Not remarkably, then, when economy-minded School District No. 46 moved to consolidate its dual education system by integrating Hoxie's twenty-six Negro pupils with more than 800 whites in July 1955 there was some criticism but no untoward action from the community.7
But in the aftermath of a three-page photo story of Hoxie's successful desegregation in Life magazine, July 25, 1955, white supremacists both inside and outside the state began to stir.8 Racist literature bearing the imprint of Deep Somewhat later this spurious document was exposed when a country editor from Georgia revealed that "Professor Williams" was known to neither Howard nor the NAACP-but not before it had been used by Council organizers to inflame white sentiment in more than half a dozen southeastern Arkansas towns.11
Despite such techniques, organized resistance failed in its first venture in Arkansas. The local school board sought and obtained a temporary injunction restraining the three segregationist groups from further interference with the operation of the Hoxie public schools. On October 24, after the harvest recess, the schools reopened as they had closed, on an integrated basis.12
The setback at Hoxie was a critical one for the resistance movement in Arkansas. Providing dramatic proof of the great diversity of the southern region, the incident demonstrated that in the upper South, particularly in areas where few Negroes resided, organized racism would not enjoy the success it was then experiencing deep in Dixie. Further demonstration of this point came during that same autumn in the southeastern county of Lincoln, where 53 per cent of the population was Negro. There, in Star City, the county seat, White Citizens' Council organizers were prevented from holding a rally after white residents petitioned against it. Expressing the view of many residents of the county, the sheriff declared: "We're getting along fine without anybody stirring up trouble."13 Undeterred, the advocates of organized resistance persevered. During the following year the most significant groups merged, including the White Citizens' Council of issue still further. Amis Guthridge, a furniture dealer and lawyer who served as the CCC's most articulate spokesman in Little Rock, gravely warned that desegregation at Central High School could only be followed by "hell on the border."31 The Reverend J. A. Lovell, a Dallas radio minister imported by the CCC for a mid-summer public meeting, warned that "there are people left yet in the South who love God and their nation enough to shed blood if necessary to stop this work of Satan." Quickly affirming its nonviolent principles, the Council denied that Lovell's statement meant that the organization would condone physical resistance; and Guthridge even publicly advised members that expulaiSouthern School News, July, 1957, p. 10. sion would follow any act of violence. Nevertheless, the organization's resolute commitment to segregation at any price contributed to widespread uneasiness within the city as the first day of school approached.32
The acme of the summer-long crusade came late in August with appearance at a Council fund-raising dinner of Georgia's governor, Marvin Griffin, and its former speaker of the house, Roy V. Harris. Prior to the engagement, Governor Faubus, fearful lest their visit spark disorder, telephoned Griffin in Atlanta to express his apprehensions. Although the Georgia governor replied that "I was gonna give 'em hell on the Constitution and Roy was gonna give 'em hell on the civil rights thing," he offered his assurances that there would be no inflammatory statements. Thus satisfied, Faubus hospitably invited the pair to be his guests at the governor's mansion during their stay in Little Rock.
To be sure these roving ambassadors of resistance did not incite angry whites to riot. But their defiant speeches left little doubt that when and if the Court ordered Georgia to desegregate there would be no peaceful submission. Amid tumultuous applause, the vow was made that as a last-ditch measure the Griffin administration would summon "every white man in Georgia" to defend "our cherished institutions."33 These intimations were clear not only to Little Rock's militant segregationists but to Faubus as well. Soon after his guests departed, the governor reported that "people are coming to me and saying if Georgia doesn't have integration why does Arkansas have it?"34 Certainly the appearance of Harris and Griffin had a galvanic effect. Until their arrival Superintendent Blossom believed "we had a chance of get- Through it all, the CCC continued its inflammatory efforts to equate communism and the NAACP with school With public institutions slated for reopening, the already hard-pressed private schools began to fold. Baptist High School, able to register only twenty-two students by mid-July, scuttled its plans for reopening as a permanent "Christian Academy." About the same time, Trinity (Episcopal) Interim Academy advised its pupils to enroll in the public schools and closed its doors. By the end of the month only T. J. Raney High School, the largest of the private institutions, was preparing to open its classrooms in the fall. Despite a projected enrollment of more than 1200 students and plans for a twenty-eight room addition to its physical plant, even Raney was floundering. Ineligible for state aid and unable to repeat its spectacular fund raising of the previous year, the heretofore free school announced early in the summer that it would charge a monthly tuition of fifteen dollars. Then in August, to the surprise of friend and foe alike, the corporation declared its insolvency and terminated its operations.65
No less suddenly, the city school board, perhaps maneuvering to foil any plans the governor might have had for a special legislative session, announced on August 4th that city high schools would reopen on August 12th, nearly a month early. The CCC met the move with a long statement condemning the "cowardly yellow quiters Having exhausted every other means of resistance, the organized segregationists turned to the streets. On the morning school reopened, the Council participated in a mass segregation rally on the state capitol grounds. Although some one thousand people attended, only about two hundred heeded the call of Robert J. Norwood, president of the States' Rights Council, to march on Central High fifteen blocks away. Chanting "two, four, six, eight, we don't want to integrate," the demonstrators were intercepted and dispersed by city police, led by Assistant Chief of Police Eugene Smith. When twenty-one were arrested, Guthridge and Pruden condemned the use of "Hungarian Gestapo tactics" by police officers, and offered the services of the Council's attorney.66
With some disorder, then, but without major mishap, Central High School was once again desegregated. All remained peaceful until Labor Day, the second anniversary of the appearance of the national guard at the school. Then the calm of the sultry summer night was shattered by a series of dynamite explosions-one damaging the school board office, another the front of the building in which the mayor maintained an office, and a third a city-owned automobile parked in the driveway of the chief of the fire department. A fourth and unsuccessful bombing attempt was made on the office of a member of the city manager board. The culprits were readily apprehended; and, during the 
